lieve. In his An Enchiridion of Faith (1654) he distinguished between the essentials of the Christian faith and other doctrines held by some Catholics which were not essential to Christianity. 4 His Cleare Vindication of Roman Catholics (1659) is a short leaflet of four pages in which he tried to clear Catholics of complicity in the execution of Charles I.
5
Davenport also wrote An Explanation of Roman Catholic Belief, a short treatise of about a thousand words which treated Church, worship, justification, and civil government. In the fourth section he limited himself to denouncing any power (by the pope or anyone else) to depose a ruler and stressing believers' obligation to obey civil authorities and to keep faith with everyone including even heretics. This work first appeared as an appendix to John Austin's Christian Moderator (1652) 6 -which achieved nine editions-a plea for religious toleration of Catholics. Many such pleas from Catholic and/or nonConformist sources were published in the 1640s, 50s, and early 60s. Besides Austin's Christian Moderator, one can point to some nine other publications written by Catholics in the 1640s in addition to four more published between 1659 and 1661.
During the 1660s an irenic note sounded in some Catholic publications such as those of the Irish Franciscan, Peter Walsh, and the translations of the works of François Veron.
7 These last, plus the translations into English of the works of Lewis Maimbourg in the 1670s and 1680s were attempts to apply to the English scene methods that had been used in France to soften the animosity of the Huguenots towards the Catholic Church. The next attempt at a pithy statement of Catholic beliefs was Roman Catholick Principles in Reference to God and the King, written by James Maurus Corker, O.S.B., and published in 1680, the year of Davenport's death. This work was about three times the length of Davenport's Explanation. A third of Corker's book was devoted to the Church's spiritual and temporal authority. Corker argued that neither popes or general councils were infallible, nor did either have a right to depose a king. The deposing power was declared to be impious and damnable, "yet not properly heretical."
The reason for this last phrase was to explain why Catholics could not take the Oath of Allegiance, since it obliged them to swear that the deposing power was heretical. Since some reputable Catholic theologians held that the papal deposing power was part of the Catholic faith, it could not be classified by Catholics as heretical. The rest of Roman Catholick Principles followed the line of Davenport's Explanation, though it absolutely denounces supposed Catholic doctrines such as the erroneous view that Catholics were not obliged to keep their word or tell the truth in dealing with those who were not of their faith.
Corker was an able apologist. He is said to have converted in his lifetime over a thousand persons, the most distinguished of whom was John Dryden. 
